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and maintained himself some time in Gaul and Spain ; Tre-
bellianus, who founded a republic of robbers in Isauria which
survived himself by centuries; and Odenathus, the Syrian.
Others were mere Terrce fiUi, or adventurers3 who flourished
and decayed in a few days or weeks; and of these the most
remarkable was a working armourer named Marius. Not
one of the whole number eventually prospered, except Odena-
thus ; and he, though originally a rebel, yet, in consideration
of services against Persia; was suffered to retain, and to
transmit his pretty kingdom of Palmyra1 to his widow
Zenobia. He was even complimented with the absurd title
of Augustus (i.e. of Selastus, as in a Greek city). All the
rest perished. Their rise, however, and local prosperity at
so many diiferent points of the empire, showed the distracted
condition of the state, and its internal weakness. That again
proclaimed its external peril. No other cause had called
forth this diffusive spirit of insurrection than the general
consciousness, so fatally warranted, of the debility which had
now emasculated the government, and its incompetency to
deal vigorously with the public enemies.2 The very granaries
of Rome, Sicily and Egypt, were the seats of continued
dmeutes, or (in language more commensurate) of convulsions;
in Alexandria, the second city of the Empire, there was even
a civil war which lasted for twelve years. Dissension, misery,
and morbid symptoms and frenzied movements of ambition,
expressed themselves by sullen mutterings or whispers over
the whole face of the Empire.

1  Palmyra, the Scriptural Tadtnor in the Wilderness, to which in
our days Lady Hester Stanhope (niece to the great minister Pitt, and
seventy times seven more orientally proud, though daughter of the
freeborn nation, than ever was Zenobia, that from infancy trode on
the necks of slaves) made her way from Damascus,  at some risk,
amongst clouds of Arabs, she riding the whole way on horseback in
the centre of robber tribes, and with a train such as that of Sultans or
of Roman Proconsuls.

2  And this incompetency was permanently increased by rebellions
that might be brief and fugitive in all other effects.    In this particular
effect the most trivial and fleeting insurrections left durable scars,
since each separate insurgent almost necessarily maintained himself
for the moment by spoliations and robberies which left lasting effects
behind them ; and too often he was tempted to ally himself with some
foreign enemy amongst the Barbarians, who perhaps in this way gained
an introduction into the heart of the Empire.